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Compared to other countries in the East Africa Sub-region, Rwanda has
the least annual vehicle registrations as shown in Table 1 and Figure 1
below. In 2017, the country had a motorization rate of 16.8 motor vehicles
for every 1,000 inhabitants. Between 2009-2017 however, annual vehicle
growth rate was 12% per annum showing a significant growth to the fleet.
Similar to other East African countries, motorcycles recorded the highest
growth rate, followed by passenger cars and jeeps.




Figure 1: Vehicle growth by Category from 2011 -2017
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The country is projected to see a doubling in the number of vehicles and motorcycles by
2030 as estimated in Figure 3 below.

According to the Final Report on Electric Mobility in Rwanda - Background and Feasibility
Report (2019), the transport sector remains an important contributor to Rwanda’s energy
related greenhouse gas emissions, with the share of transport to total energy-related

Figure 3: Projected Growth in the Number of Cars and Motorcycles

emissions increasing from 29% to 36% between 2005 and 2016 as shown in the Figure 2 200,000
below. -
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0 _ . _ Rwanda predominantly imports vehicles and an analysis of the vehicles imported between
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 and 2019 show an average import age of 20 years, peaking at 23 years as shown in
Figure 4 below. Vehicles below 5 years represented only 3 % of the entire fleet.
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Figure 4: Age of Imported Cars from 2016 - June 2019
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Rwanda’s fuel economy study was undertaken from 2018 by the Rwanda Environment
Management Authority in partnership with the Ministry of Infrastructure, as part of the
government'’s feasibility study for introduction and implementation of electric mobility in

Rwanda.

Key Fuel Economy Findings

As a result, GFEIl study showed that country was importing vehicles that were not fuel
efficient as shown in Table 2 below. Even though the fuel economy improved marginally
from 9.8 L/100km in 2005 to 9.1 L/100Km in 2015, this was still above global and other
countries analyzed through the GFEI. This can be largely attributed to the high number of
jeeps in the fleet.

Table 2: Rwanda'’s Vehicle fuel economy 2006-2015

Year of Registration Average Fuel Economy(L/100Km)

2006 9.8

In a business as usual scenario, it is estimated that by 2030, private cars will contribute the
highest share of total transport GHG emissions (WTW) in Rwanda at 43% followed by buses
and minibuses at 34% and motorcycles at 18% as shown in Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Projected Transport Emission in a BAU scenario from 2017-2030
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The Government of Rwanda’s ambition in the transport sector is to ensure the provision
of safe and environmentally sound transport, green growth and innovation to reduce
dependency on fossil fuels in the transport sector, In line with this ambition, Rwanda has
aggressively pursued electrification of transport as a way of improving fuel economy. Among
the proposals that were recommended in the fuel economy study in Rwanda are

Reduce import duties and/or provide value added tax (VAT) exemptions on specific items
in electric mobility such as battery cells.

- Introduction of special electric tariff for electric mobility charging stations.
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Prior to 2019, the country did not have any vehicle import restrictions. In 2019, Euro 4/
IV equivalent vehicle emissions standards were adopted. There were no policies put in
place specifically to address import of cleaner, more fuel-efficient vehicles until only recently
where Rwanda has become Rwanda the leading country in the East African sub-region in
promoting electric mobility. As shown in Figure 6, Rwanda is projected to have 22% of its
vehicle fleet electrified by 2030.
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